OLD ST. MELLONS COMMUNITY COUNCIL

Minutes of Meeting held at the Village Hall at 6pm on
Thursday 10" April 2025

Chair: Clir Debbie Brown (DB)
Vice Chair: CllIr Sam Evans (SE)

Councillors: ClIr leuan Burridge-Bryant (IBB)
Clir Jane Croad (JC)
Cllr Gaynor Hassan (GH)
Clir Anne Hopewell-Ash (AH)
Clir Rosemary James (RJ)
Clir Dianne Rees (DR)
Clir John Summers (JS)

In attendance:

Clerk to the Council: Mrs N Evelyn-Gauci (NEG)

RFO to the Council: Mrs N Dunseath (ND)

Mike Payne - St Edeyrn’s Village Residents association (SEVRA) Chair (MP)
Andrew Pearce - St Edeyrn’s Village Residents association (SEVRA) Secretary (AP)

1. Apologies for absence & acceptance (1 min)

It was noted: apologies accepted

2. Declaration of interests and the nature of interests (1 min)
Accepted annual declaration of interest — if any other interests this will be declared below.

3. Minutes —to approve as a correct record of the minutes of the meeting held on 13" February
2025 (2 min)

It was resolved as a true and accurate record — JC proposed GH seconded

4,  OSMCC Tennis Club (10 min)
(Liz Croad-Protheroe to present report)
e A quote was received to supply & install an LED floodlighting system across 2 tennis courts
recommended LTA standard of 500 lux PPA / 400 lux TPA. Floodlights carry a 7 year
warranty - £22,190.98 incl VAT civil works £11,898.00 incl VAT.

e Grant application still ongoing.

5. Matters arising from the minutes of 13" March 2025 (20 min)
5.1 Litter picking
o DB noted to start this as a regular event.
o DB asked if the volunteers from St. Edeyrn’s Village could come over to
OSM
e MP suggested to link up with Clirs

5.2 Ideas for newsletter
As there are no volunteers to help with this, currently on hold.

5.3 Community Plan Ideas — JC
Meeting cancellation - next meeting will be in May
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5.4 Biodiversity Action Plan — JC

e JC brought a wooden frame — to be used as a measure at Ty’r Winch
Playing Field and the Village Hall to measure an area within the frame for
flora, fauna, insects etc.

e SE suggested Scouts, DB suggested local school to carry out this
exercise.

e JC suggested to contact Gardening group

e JC asked that findings to be photographed and sent to JC to upload to a
spreadsheet.

5.5 Review Freedom of Information Act — JC
JC made a few amendments, Clerk to send this to Clirs for checking and to
approve.

5.6 War Memorial — grants — SE
e  SE still waiting for Persimmon Community Fund
e MP suggested to also ask Asda Community fund

5.7 Attendance Allowance to discuss — AGM
Deferred

5.8 Cemetery Software
SE noted there is a way of carrying this out efficiently SE to contact RJ

5.9 Consideration of Scribe cemetery software services
As per minutes in March agreed too expensive.

5.10 PAT Testing
Clerk contacted 2 other companies as existing contractor no longer provides this
service.
e CPT - £1.75 per test, minimum fee of £200.00 per engineer, plus vat. And
£5.00 per microwave radiation leakage test plus vat.

e JS - 90p per item with a £49.99 charge for the certification. This would
include radiation check on the microwave.

It was resolved: all agreed for JS to carry out this service

5.11 Grass cutting — contract renewal
AHA, GH and DR declared an interest

Clerk contacted 5 companies, 2 email addresses bounced back, an online enquiry
to another company was made, to date Clerk has not had a response from any of
the companies apart from one. DJ had submitted a quote of £9300.00

It was resolved: majority agreed but for a 12 month contract

5.12 Review Code of Conduct — DB
Reviewed — noted no changes

5.13 Review Complaints Procedure — GH
Reviewed — noted no changes

5.14 Review GDPR Website Privacy Notice — RJ
Deferred

5.15 Review GDPR Privacy Notice — RJ
Deferred

5.16 Car park quotes
Clerk — ongoing
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Local Residents (15 min) —web link available on request if meeting held via Zoom

Under Standing Order 3.(e) the meeting may be adjourned for up to fifteen minutes for a public session. Each member of the
public may speak only once and may express observations only. Members of the Council should not enter into any discussion.
The Chair may limit an individual’s speech to provide equal opportunity to all members of the public.

Mike Payne and Andrew Pearce attended — thanked Chair and noted they met up for litter picking.
Asked to attend this meeting as a way of introduction.

¢ Newley formed Residents association.

¢ Noted issues with Persimmon and the Remus Management, the latter continuing to send
invoices, nobody can understand what they are paying for.

e Steps St. Edeyrn’s litter picking group — collected over 1500 bags of rubbish collected.

e Would like to keep open communications between themselves and OSMCC.

Chair thanked them for attending and agreed to keep open discussions. MP and AP would like to
stay for the duration of the meeting.

County Councillors Report (5 min)
(ClIr Joel Williams, ClIr Peter Littlechild to present report)

No report submitted

Finance (15 min)
(RFO to present financial report)
Presented to the Council 10" April 2025

Bank balances have been received dated 7! April for the Main Account, for the Savings Account,
and for the Tennis Club Savings Account. The financial report has been completed using this
information.

The expenses and cheques that need to be approved and paid are as per the Bank Reconciliation
and are detailed as follows: - Direct Debit and standing order payments for April, Tree works, Annual
Payroll Services, Services, Project Manager Costs for March, Principal Designer Costs for March, 3
returned hall hire bonds, Staff Costs for April, Boiler Service and Car Park Signs.

Income received during March totals £2445 as follows: -
Village Hall Bookings £1685, Burial Fees £495, Tennis Club £193, Talk Talk Refund £72

With a further £2481.26 expected during April as follows: -
Village Hall Bookings £960, Burial Fees £595, Tennis Club £149.14, Substation Leasehold &
Wayleave £99.55, Q4 VAT Reclaim £677.57

Income also received early in March was the Annual Precept from Cardiff Council for 2025-26
financial year of £59224. Cardiff Council have confirmed that this was paid early in error and should
be reported as income received early during the 2024-25 financial year. This early income has
impacted the year-end figures, and the actual vs budget reports showing a higher than expected
income for 2024-25 and subsequent lower than expected income for 2025-26. This difference must
be shown on the annual return to the Audit Office and the variance explained.

8.1 Approval of payments
It was resolved: all approved JC proposed AHA seconded

8.2 Staff Expenses and O/T
RFO £91.51, Clerk £7.65, Caretaker £23.53

It was resolved: all approved JC proposed IB seconded

8.3 Attendance Allowance to discuss
See item 5.7

8.4 Review Q4 budget vs actual costs and consideration of budget lines

¢ RFO noted for information only
e RFO noted that the precept has been paid early in error
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10.

11.

8.5 Quarterly signing of Bank Reconciliation
IB approved

8.6 PAYE months 9-12 April
RFO noted paid £768.69

8.7 Agree Financial figures RFO Annual Return — VAT recovery review

e Annual return — the precept has been added

e JC to send information with regards to page 2 - Community Council Vision
RFO to provide information - Powers of Competence - reason as to why
we are not eligible.

¢ VAT - RFO noted we may go over the threshold to reclaim, RFO sought
advice from OVW and NALC - noted a financial advisor from NALC
advised to register for VAT and opt to tax any future income on a new
pavilion.

e RFO to source financial advisor and costs — to agenda for next meeting

8.8 Audit Requirements 2024-25
RFO noted

Annual Planner
e Fire Risk Assessment — Ivorfire
Clerk suggested to use existing contractor
It was resolved: all agreed

¢ Annual Report - Chair
DB to prepare annual report for AGM.

Pavilion (15 min)
e Date for Tenders to be submitted — 22" April 25
o DB to ask for Steve Knapton to attend next meeting

Police Matters (5 min)
(Police to presented report via email)
St Edeyrn’s Village Police Report 01/03/2025 — 31/03/2025

Figures are calculated specifically for the St Edeyrn’s Village area.

Call Categories
Theft 0
Criminal Damage & Arson 1
Vehicle Crime
Violence without Injury 0
Violence with Injury 0
Public order offences 0
Burglary - Dwelling 2
Sexual offences 1
Miscellaneous crimes 4
0
0
3
0

(=Y

Drug offences

Shoplifting

Anti — Social Behaviour
Transport

Public Welfare /

Concern calls 11
Suspicious incident 0
Commercial Burglary 0

Ward Priority
The priorities identified by the local community are:

- Thefts being committed at the St Edeyrns building site.

- Off Road Motorbikes on Heol Bennett causing Anti-Social Behaviour.
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12.

13.

14.

- Vehicle Crime. Theft from motor vehicles continues to be a problem, although the issue has
reduced since February when a male youth was arrested and charged.

Actions / Activities by the local Neighbourhood Policing Team.

- South Wales Listens is a new community engagement service that allows members of the public to
create an account. They can then send messages to the Neighbourhood Policing Team regarding
any emerging issues or information they wish to supply to the police. The local PCSO’s will be
attending the area and going door to door offering the resident the opportunity to sign up to this new
service. The messaging service is now live and the local officers will put out messages to alert
residents of any new concerns or problems that we become aware of.

- The victims of vehicle crimes in February have been visited and the Neighbourhood Policing Team
are investigating these offences. Forensic lines of enquiry are being explored to try and identify the
offenders.

Emerging Trends

The use of off road motor bikes has been on the increase in March especially around the Heol
Bennett area. Two persons potentially involved have been identified and initial contact with them has
been made with them to deter any further similar behaviour.

Access Points.

The next date for the Pontprennau PACT is TO BE CONFIRMED. It will be held at Pontprennau
Community Church. Once a date has been arranged a message will be sent out on South Wales
Listens.

James Munro @SWPCardiff
Rhyngyll yr Heddlu 4859 | Police Sergeant 4859

Planning (5 min)
Nothing to report

One Voice Wales (SE) (5 min)
Nothing to report

St. Mellons Primary CiW School (5 min)
(Mr Stephen Ashton to presented report via email)
Old St. Mellons Community Council Report-St. Mellons CIW Primary School 10.04.2025

Spring Term 2025
As the term draws to a close the children have been thinking about their learning, reflecting on what
they have achieved during the Spring Term.

Nursery Children have been exploring all aspects of the winter season. They found out about the
shape and patterns of snowflakes. They thought about why snowmen melt and came up with some
very original ideas! Children also thought about how hats and gloves help keep them warm and how
they could help wildlife during the winter. They particularly wanted to help robins and made bird
feeders to hang from the trees.

In learning about “Toys through Time” Reception children have been discussing their favourite toys
and how toys have changed over time. They enjoyed a visit to St. Fagans and found out more about
how things change.

Children in Year 1 have been exploring the local area. They learnt how to follow maps and found out
the stories behind familiar street names. They enjoyed the opportunity to talk about where they live
and what they like and don’t like about the area.

Children in Year 2 have been “Time Travellers” this half term. They experienced first hand what
school was like in the Victorian era during a visit to St. Fagans where they re-enacted a Victorian
school lesson. They also enjoyed looking at old photographs of St. Mellons pupils.

Having celebrated “What Makes Wales Wonderful” by researching famous landmarks, Year 3
children have, over a series of lessons, been re-creating the work of Welsh artist Sir John Kyffin.

Children in Year 4 have been learning about the Welsh Industrial Revolution and how this changed

Wales. They have been writing about what it was like to be a coal miner and are looking forward to
sharing their findings with other classes throughout the school.
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Continuing the theme of exploring different aspects of Welsh life Year 5 children have been looking at
their local community and its history. They have interviewed families and friends to find out more and
have written newspaper articles about key events in Welsh history.

Year 6 children have been reflecting on what it means to “Make a Change, Make a Difference.”
Having established a Pupil Parliament, children will soon be visiting the Senedd in Cardiff Bay to
enhance their understanding of Welsh Governance.

Extra Curricular Clubs

In addition to some after school provision organised by external providers, the school now offers a
variety of free clubs led by staff, the children have been enjoying taking part in Craft, Coding, Digital
Leaders, Netball and a Book Club.

Additional Events
This term children have also enjoyed participating in the whole school Eisteddfod and working with
the children’s author Cathy Farr.

A particular highlight was the “I SING” concert which took place earlier in the term. Children from St.
Mellons, All Saints and St. David’s Primary Schools rehearsed a variety of songs in their separate
schools led by a faith based external provider. All three schools then came together and performed
for family and friends. This was a lovely occasion bringing together families from the widener
community.

The Spring Term will conclude with a whole school Eucharist and Family Worship led by Year 3
children.

Stephen Ashton
Community Governor
10.04.2025

15. St. Edeyrn’s Church Working Party (DB, DR, GH, RJ, JS) (5 min)
e Review Burial fees & charges
It was resolved: all agreed to increase to match Cardiff Bereavement Services

e  Burial records — digital
See 5.8

e Memorial Inspection
Clerk and St. Edeyrn’s Church Working Party to set a date.

e Allocation of grave space — criteria
Clerk noted there are very limited grave spaces left and the graveyard is almost full. Clirs
agreed that only those residing in the OSM area and/or are parishioners of St. Edeyrn’s can
purchase a grave plot.

It was resolved: all agreed

16. St. Edeyrn’s Village (5 min)
e Residents Association — see item 6 new Chair and Secretary

17. Village Hall Working Party (AH, DB, DR, GH, RJ) (5 min)
e Heater — new timer needed - £240 quote

It was resolved: all agreed

o New water heater required
Limegreen sent a quote today for £1041.01 incl VAT
Clerk showed quote to Clirs, it was noted that the old heater has not been changed since
1995, parts are difficult to obtain, and foam had been put around flue, new regulations state
that this is no longer approved.

Due to the health and safety aspect, the ClIrs agreed that this remedial work should proceed.

It was resolved: all agreed
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18.

19.

20.

21.

Playing Field Working Party (AH, DB, DR, IB, JS, SE, JC) (10 min)
Nothing to report

Training (10 min)

(Attendees to provide feedback from courses)
e  Section 6 reports 2025 — JC noted this was cancelled re scheduled for May
e DB - IT website and social media — 16" April 25

Correspondence (5 min)
e None

Items for next meeting (2 min)

Community Plan Ideas — JC

Biodiversity Action Plan — JC Clirs to approve
FOI — JC — CllIrs to approve

Attendance Allowance - RFO

Review GDPR Website Privacy Notice — RJ
Review GDPR Privacy Notice — RJ

Car Park quotes — Clerk

RFO to source financial advisor and costs
Memorial Inspection

e Concernsre Ty’r Winch — DR

Meeting closed at: 8pm

Next meeting: ASM - 15t May 2025 at 6pm

IApsuie

Clir Debbie Brown
Chair to the Old St. Mellons Community Council
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