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OLD ST. MELLONS COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

Minutes of Meeting held virtually at 6pm on 
Thursday 9th January 2025 

 

 
Chair:  Cllr Debbie Brown (DB) Zoom 
 
Vice Chair: Cllr Sam Evans (SE) Zoom 
 
Councillors: Cllr Ieuan Burridge-Bryant (IBB) Zoom 

Cllr Gaynor Hassan – (GH) Zoom  
Cllr Anne Hopewell-Ash (AH) Zoom 
Cllr Rosemary James (RJ) Zoom 
Cllr Dianne Rees – (DR) Zoom 
Cllr John Summers – (JS) Zoom 

 
In attendance: 
Clerk to the Council: Mrs N Evelyn-Gauci (NEG) 
RFO to the Council: Mrs N Dunseath (ND) 
 
1. Apologies for absence & acceptance (1 min) 

Cllr Jane Croad – contacted Chair with apologies 
 
It was noted: apology accepted 

 
2. Declaration of interests and the nature of interests (1 min) 

Accepted annual declaration of interest – if any other interests this will be declared below. 

 
3. Minutes – to approve as a correct record of the minutes of the meeting held on 12th 

December 2024 (2 min) 
 
It was resolved as a true and accurate record – GH proposed SE seconded 
 

4. OSMCC Tennis Club (10 min) 
(Liz Croad-Protheroe to present report) 
 
It was noted that LCP will be submitting a grant application for the floodlights. 
 

5. Matters arising from the minutes of 12th December 2024 (20 min) 
5.1 Community Plan ideas – JC 

Deferred to next month 
 

5.2 Green Flag application – Clerk 
Clerk noted this will be completed this month. 

 
5.3 Biodiversity Action Plan – JC 

Deferred to next month 
 
6. Local Residents (15 min) – web link available on request if meeting held via Zoom 

Under Standing Order 3.(e)  the meeting may be adjourned for up to fifteen minutes for a public session. Each member of 
the public may speak only once and may express observations only. Members of the Council should not enter into any 
discussion. The Chair may limit an individual’s speech to provide equal opportunity to all members of the public. 
 

None attended 
 

7. County Councillors Report (5 min) 
(Cllr Joel Williams, Cllr Peter Littlechild to present report) 
No report submitted 
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8. Finance (15 min) 
(RFO to present financial report) 
Presented to the Council 9th January 2025 

Bank-statements have been received dated 19th December for the Main Account, the Savings 
Account, and the Tennis Club Savings Account. The financial report has been completed using 
this information. 
 
The expenses and cheques that need to be approved and paid are as per the Bank Reconciliation 
and are detailed as follows: - Direct Debit and standing order payments for January, 1 x Refund 
for Cancelled Booking (pro-rata), 2 x returned hall hire bonds, Quarterly grass cutting contract, 
Outdoor Gym Maintenance, Giftboxes for volunteers, Half Yearly Ground rental for village hall, 
Annual Membership to Society of Local Council Clerks for RFO (1/3 cost), Selection Boxes & Gift 
wrap, Staff Expenses and overtime for December, Pension Contributions for January. 
 
Income received during December totals £914.78 as follows: - 
Village Hall Bookings £902.50, Tennis Club £12.28. 
 
With a further £3136.56 expected during January as follows: - 
Village Hall Bookings £885, Talk Talk Refund £72, Burial Fees £1540, Tennis Club £18.06, VAT 
Reclaim Q3 £621.50 
 
Welsh Water has set up a direct debit instruction to pay the outstanding bill for water charges at 
the pavilion which is to be reviewed in April. Arrangements have been made to install a water 
meter which will considerably reduce future bill amounts. 
 
NatWest Bank have written to advise that they are now accepting new applications for Online 
Bankline for Communities, they have confirmed eligibility for the Community Council and have 
provided an application form to the RFO together with an apology for the delay. Applying for this 
facility was originally approved by the Community Council at the start of 2023, but RFO kindly 
requests that the Council reconfirm submitting the application form. 
 

8.1 Approval of payments 
It was resolved: all approved GH proposed SE seconded 
 

8.2 Staff Expenses and O/T 
Clerk £19.05, RFO £33.75 Clerk, RFO and Caretaker have submitted O/T hours. 
 
It was resolved: all agreed JS proposed GH seconded 

 
8.3 Financial Regulations review 

RFO suggested to look into online banking, as this is mentioned in the Model Financial 
Regulations. 
 
It was resolved: all agreed for RFO to pursue online banking 
 
There are a few minor changes in comparison to our existing Financial Regulations, RFO 
recommended that this model which is more up to date with the latest legislations, 
procedures, etc, that OSMCC to adopt. 
 
It was resolved: all agreed to adopt the new Financial Regulations 

 
8.4 Water meter update 

Site survey has taken place, but needs further investigation, ongoing. 
 

8.5 Review Q3 budget vs actual costs and consideration of budget lines 
Deferred to next meeting 
 

8.6 Quarterly signing of Bank Reconciliation 
Deferred to next meeting 
 

8.7 PAYE months 7-9 by Jan 
This has been paid £963.11 
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8.8 Fixed Asset Register to review 
A few items have been removed as the container in the field has now been emptied. 

 
8.9 Option for Cllr’s to opt out of Allowance 

Cllrs to send request to opt out to Clerk/RFO 
 

8.10 Agree next year's budget 
To add Budget line for environmental projects 
Increased amount for tree work 
 
It was resolved: all agreed 

 
8.11 Agree year’s precept 

To keep the precept, £59224.00 for yr 25/26 
 
It was resolved: all agreed 

 
9. S106 Monies and Pavilion (15 min) 

• Project Manager - source  
Cllrs were unable to source another potential project manager, the only available persons 
have been Mr Roger North previously sourced and Mr Steve Knapton (Chair declared an 
interest) 
 
Chair has contacted modular companies, but unfortunately some are showing no interest. 
 
There followed a lengthy discussion re S106 monies. 

 
10. Police Matters (5 min) 

(Police to present report) 
No Police reports submitted 
 

11. Planning (5 min) 
None 

 
12. One Voice Wales (SE) (5 min) 

Next meeting 27th January 2025 
 
13. St. Mellons Primary CiW School (5 min) 

(Mr Stephen Ashton to present report) 
Noted report will be sent in February 
 

14. St. Edeyrn’s Church Working Party (DB, DR, GH, RJ, JS) (5 min) 
It was noted that there has been only one gravedigger attending, it was agreed that Funeral 
Directors can allocate their own. 

 
15. St. Edeyrn’s Village (5 min) 

Nothing to report 
 
16. Village Hall Working Party (AH, DB, DR, GH, RJ) (5 min) 

• Village Hall Risk Assessment 
Still needs to be completed 

 

• Relocate War Memorial from Old St Mellons Village Hall to St Mellons School 
SE updating War Memorial Trust 

 
17. Playing Field Working Party (AH, DB, DR, IB, JS, SE, JC) (10 min) 

• Outdoor Gym Maintenance update 
Clerk noted that this has now been completed 
 

• Tree Risk Assessment update 
The recent inspection has highlighted that a number of Larch trees has been struck with 
fungus, which they recommend should be capped and/or felled.  Clerk to obtain quotes. 
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18. Training (10 min) 
(Attendees to provide feedback from courses) 
Nothing to report 

 
19. Correspondence (5 min) 

Nothing to report 
 
20. Items for next meeting (2 min)  

• Community Plan Ideas – JC 

• Biodiversity Action Plan – JC 

• Water Meter update 

• Review Q3 budget vs actual costs and consideration of budget lines 

• Quarterly signing of Bank Reconciliation 

• Village Hall Risk Assessment 

• Relocation of War Memorial 

• Tree Risk Assessment - quotes 
 
Meeting closed at: 20:25pm 
 
Next meeting: 13th February 2025 at 6pm 
 
 
 
 

 
Cllr Debbie Brown 

Chair to the Old St. Mellons Community Council 
 


